
 

 

 
 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

Curriculum Policy 
 

To be read in conjunction with: 

• SMSC Policy 

• Marking and Feedback Policy 

• E-Safety use of ICT Systems 

• Assessment Policy 

• Accessibility Policy 

• SEN Policy 
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Curriculum Policy Statement 

 
Smallbrook School provides day school placements and placements that are part of a joint care and education package 

with one of our OFG homes for girls and boys aged between 7 and 19. Our students will have been identified to have 

social, emotional and mental health (SEMH) as a primary need; and will consider students with other identified needs, 

should we feel their needs can be met. All students at the school have an education, health and care plan 

(EHCP) and are placed from local authorities all over the UK who have young people living within a reasonable 

distance from the school. 

The majority of our students have, for many different reasons, had a negative experience of education due to 

their needs not being fully met or even understood. Our school has an extensive successful track record of reengaging 

students where others have failed. 

 
Each student has a high level of support with groups of up to four often with TA support. All staff are regularly planning 

and reviewing how to meet the individual needs of our students, and this is coordinated through our curriculum 

leaders and pastoral team. Our curriculum gives students access to their most appropriate academic, practical or 

physical courses. Understanding what an individual’s next steps are and using them to set achievable goals and not 

overwhelm is at the heart of what we do. Through this approach our students make excellent progress towards 

ambitious academic targets. Our school site houses an extensive vocational offer, giving students a wider set of 

experiences in key stage two and three and the opportunity to specialise in key stage four and five. 

 
Many of our students struggle to emotionally regulate themselves. Our staff build strong, positive relationships 

with our students which put them at ease and enable them to learn. We listen to our students, their parents and 

carers, and develop individual support plans that lead to them having successful days in school. Our teachers 

and pastoral team provide support to our students who need extra help through co-regulation and by developing their 

understanding of how they can self-regulate. Every student is different and our approach therefore is tailored 

to their needs. Our aim is for them to feel safe to come to school and express how they are feeling; for them to 

feel heard and understood. 

 
Our curriculum provides opportunities to develop socially through group activities and experiences such as 

outdoor education, Duke of Edinburgh and a variety of community-based projects. We have a large student 

council who are involved in organising events and developments for the school site, eco-school and charitable causes. 

Our careers program gives students access to employers and further education professionals to help students make 

informed choices for their next steps and many of our students have work experience placements in key stage four 

and five. We celebrate equality and diversity and recognise that people are free to make their own choices. 

Spiritual, moral, social and cultural development runs throughout our curriculum, and it is designed to enable our 

students to build self-belief, become successful and to be responsible citizens. 
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Intent 

On entry to and throughout their time at Smallbrook we want our students to feel safe, secure and welcome. To 

not be overwhelmed and to feel accepted. 

 
While at Smallbrook students will increase their chance to be successful in life by: 

• Being the best they can academically. 

o Have the ability to access learning through becoming fluent readers. VR JD 

o Constantly working on next steps and achieving the best qualifications they can. Checked 

through QA 

o Being ambitious in planning for their adult/working life. LG 

o Having access to careers and work experiences. LG 

o Having access to a broad and balanced curriculum that also teaches the life skills required in 

adult life. Checked through QA 

o Becoming comfortable to try even when they are at risk failure. Everyone 

o Expressing themselves practically and creatively. Curriculum - QA 

o Having access to national curriculum subjects or appropriate alternatives. QA 

• Being the best they can emotionally. 

o Learning to identify, understand and regulate their emotions. PSHE (LG), Pastoral (DM), ELSA 

(JD) 

o Considering the feelings of others. RSHE (LG) 

o Feeling they are valued and developing their self-esteem. PSHE (LG) 

• Being the best they can spiritually, morally, socially and culturally. 

o Involving themselves in teamwork and developing their capacity to work in a group. PE, Extra 

curricular and Outdoor Education, Charity Events. (LG) 

o Accepting others. PSHE (LG, DM) 

o Understanding what healthy and positive relationships are; and having their own positive and 

healthy relationships. RSHE (LG) 

o Developing their understanding of and involvement in the local and wider community. 

Citizenship (LG) 

o Knowing and upholding British values. Awareness days and assemblies (LG, DM) 

• Being in the best health they can both physically and mentally. 

o Understanding the importance of physical and mental health. PSHE (LG), DM, Pastoral and 

Clinical (JD) 

o Experiencing the ways in which we can maintain our physical and mental health. PE, Outdoor 

Education, DM, Pastoral and ELSA. 

o Accepting help from others regarding their physical and mental health. (DM) 

• Being safe. 

o Understanding and accessing their support networks. Safeguarding (DD, DM) 

o Knowing the many risks and how to keep themselves and others safe from them. Safeguarding 

(DD, DM) 
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Implementation 

Key Stage Curriculum Offer 

Key Stage 2 Reading 

Phonics is taught in dedicated lessons each day using Read Write Inc. Students use Accelerated 

Reader Star tests to identify ZPD and access our library to choose reading material targeting 

their next level of reading. Reading records are sent home to encourage reading with parents 

and carers. Rewards are given out each week to the top readers as well as reading points 

being available from each lesson through the schools rewards system. 

National Curriculum 

English, Phonics, Maths, Science, Geography, History, Religious Studies, PSHE, RSE. 

Practical/Vocational 

Music, PE, Art, DT, ICT, Animal care, and Food. 

Physical 

Physical Education, horse riding, swimming, cycling, walking, trampolining. 

Careers 

As well as careers being embedded across all subjects, students in Key Stage 2 are involved 

in the making of items for sale in the Christmas fair. If appropriate they are invited to complete 

a day serving customers in the NU2U charity shop. They are encouraged to access careers 

events that are scheduled in school. 

Therapeutic 

Students who have identified needs on their EHCPs or have needs identified by staff can access 

our ELSAs or therapy team to help them overcome any barriers to accessing any part of 

the curriculum. We have a tutor check in for the first 10 minutes of the morning and at 

the end of the day to prepare for and reflect on any issues that might occur during the day. 

Transition 

During the last term of Key Stage 2 there is a transition into Key Stage 3, where KS2 

teachers and KS3 teachers are available to work together and discuss how best to meet 

the needs of the students who are transitioning. They have the opportunity to team teach, 

share workbooks and key strategies. This opportunity to joint plan ensures a smoother 

transition. 

Key Stage 3 Reading 

Phonics continues to be taught in English lessons using approaches from That Reading 

Thing which is targeted at older students. Phonics methods for decoding are used in all lessons 

to help students access lesson materials. Class teachers receive training from phonics 

specialists within the English department. Students use Accelerated Reader Star tests to 

identify ZPD and access our library to choose reading material targeting their next level of 

reading. Reading records are sent home to encourage reading with parents and carers. 

Rewards are given out each week to the top readers as well as reading points being available 

from each lesson through the school’s rewards system. 

In extreme cases, students will receive explicit intervention to encourage faster development 

of reading skills. 

National Curriculum 

English, Maths, Science, Geography, History, Religious Studies , PSHE, RSE. 

Practical/Vocational 

Throughout – Music, PE, Art, DT, Animal care, ICT and Food. In year 9 – Motor Vehicle, 

Health and Social Care, BTEC Sport, BTEC eSports, Hair and Beauty. 

Physical 
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 Physical Education, swimming, cycling, walking, climbing, abseiling, skiing, canoeing, 

paddle boarding, gorge walking. Duke of Edinburgh Award (Bronze). 

Careers 

As well as careers being embedded across all subjects, students in Key Stage 3 are involved 

in the making of items for sale in the Christmas fair. They are invited to complete a day serving 

customers in the NU2U charity shop. They access careers events that are scheduled in 

school. Careers is delivered through a combination of tutor time activities and 

assemblies/workshops. Key Stage 3 have an allocated appointment with a careers adviser 

twice yearly. 

Therapeutic 

Students who have identified needs on their EHCPs or have needs identified by staff can access 

our ELSAs or therapy team to help them overcome any barriers to accessing any part of 

the curriculum. We have a tutor check in for the first 10 minutes of the morning and at 

the end of the day to prepare for and reflect on any issues that might occur during the day. 

Transition 

During the last term of Key Stage 3 we hold our annual careers event, for which we invite 

representatives from local colleges (Shropshire, Telford, Wrexham and Crewe) and local 

business owners to help the students understand the potential pathways associated with 

our vocational/practical subjects. They then choose two or three options to concentrate 

on. If they are struggling to decide we encourage them to try a selection and discuss with 

the tutors to help them choose options that they will enjoy and engage with. 

Key Stage 4/5 Reading 

Phonics continues to be taught in English lessons using approaches from That Reading 

Thing which is targeted at older students, and although it is not on the recommended list 

of phonics packages, it meets the government guidelines and is better suited to our older 

students. Phonics methods for decoding are used in all lessons to help students access lesson 

materials. Class teachers receive training from phonics specialists within the English 

department. Students use Accelerated Reader Star tests to identify ZPD and access our library 

to choose reading material targeting their next level of reading. Reading records are sent 

home to encourage reading with parents and carers. Rewards are given out each week to the 

top readers as well as reading points being available from each lesson through the school’s 

rewards system. 

In extreme cases, students will receive explicit intervention to encourage faster development 

of reading skills. 

GCSEs 

English Language, English Literature, Maths, Science, History, Citizenship, Food and 

Nutrition. 

Practical/Vocational 

BTEC Level 1 Performing Arts, BTEC First Art and Design, BTEC Level 1 Construction, BTEC 

Land Based Studies (Animal Care, Horticulture and Equine), BTEC eSports, C&G Level 1 

Hospitality and Catering, Level 1/2 Motor Vehicle, BTEC Level 1 Health and Social Care, 

BTEC Level 1/2 Sport, C&G Level 1/2 Hair and Beauty. 

In addition we continue to provide RSE and PSHE. 

Physical 

Physical Education, swimming, cycling, walking, climbing, abseiling, skiing, canoeing, 

paddle boarding, gorge walking, Bush Craft. 

Careers 

As well as careers being embedded across all subjects, students in Key Stage 4 are involved 

in the making of items for sale in the Christmas fair. They are invited to complete a day 
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 serving customers in the NU2U charity shop. They access careers events that are 

scheduled in school. Careers is delivered through a combination of tutor time activities 

and assemblies as well as one lesson per week dedicated to Employability Skills Level 1 

qualification. All students are offered relevant work experience placements. 

Therapeutic 

Students who have identified needs on their EHCPs or have needs identified by staff can access 

our ELSAs or therapy team to help them overcome any barriers to accessing any part of 

the curriculum. We have a tutor check in for the first 10 minutes of the morning and at 

the end of the day to prepare for and reflect on any issues that might occur during the day. 

Exam support sessions are offered during exam periods. 

Transition 

During the last term of Key Stage 4 or when students are due to leave we will arrange supported 

visits to colleges and placements in the area they will be living. Some students are suitable 

for apprenticeships, some have gone onto college to complete A-Levels, some have gone to 

colleges to continue their chosen vocational pathway. 

 
 

Impact 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Policy Reviewed By: Craig Seretny Signature Date 

Next Review Date: 19/07/19 C Seretny 19/07/2018 

Interim Review Comments: 

 
Amended years of school to the curriculum policy 

  

Policy Reviewed By: Craig Seretny C Seretny 25/11/19 

Next Review Date:  25/11/20 

Interim Review Comments: 

Amended with qualification update 

  

Policy Reviewed By: Andrew Huxley A Huxley 25/11/20 
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Next Review Date:  25/11/21 

Interim Review Comments: 

 
Amended qualifications to include new BTEC courses and humanities. 

  

Policy Reviewed By: Andrew Huxley A Huxley 09/2022 

Next Review Date:  09/2023 

Interim Review Comments: 

 
Complete overhaul of curriculum intent and implementation. 

  

Policy Reviewed By: Lyndsay Grove-Guy L.GG 09/2024 

Next Review Date: 09/2025   

Interim Review Comments: 

 
 

  

 


